
The Christmas Season is blessed with the love and inspiration of friends and family.  It is a season of giving, loving, and caring; a            

season of warmth, devotion, and celebration. 

No church staff is more richly blessed than we who serve our Heavenly Father and the members of Memorial Baptist Church.  All of us join 

our hearts and our voices in wishing all of you a blessed Christmas filled with God’s joy and peace.  May the Christ of Christmas fill your 

hearts and lives with His love and His Spirit.       Your Pastor and Church Staff 



Dear Saints, 
 

In turning our thoughts toward Christmas, I invite you to focus your attention 
on just one word. It's an important word, because it happens to be a 
"name.” It's one that we often hear at Christmastime. We're used to hearing 
it sung in Christmas carols. We see it written on Christmas cards. But we 
rarely take the time to consider what it means--or what that meaning should 
do for us in everyday life. It's too bad that we don't give this "name" the  

consideration it deserves; because its meaning is great news. And this great news--truly grasped-- 
literally changes everything in life.  

The Bible first introduces this wonderful "name" to us in an Old Testament prophecy. It's found in the 
Old Testament book of Isaiah. And it was introduced as a part of a promise that God made through 
Isaiah to the king of the southern kingdom of Judah. 

King Ahaz was in a desperate situation. Two northern kingdoms were forming an alliance with the 
powerful and dreaded nation of Assyria. Strengthened by this alliance, these two northern kingdoms 
were plotting to make war against Jerusalem. The threat of this coming war was causing the king of 
Judah, and all his people, to tremble in fear “as the trees of the woods are moved with the 
wind” (Isaiah 7:1-2). 

That's when the Lord God steps in to assure His people that He has not abandoned them. He sent 
the prophet Isaiah to Ahaz to tell him not to be afraid of these two other kings. He assures him that 
their plot against God's people would not stand. God makes the promise that, within sixty-five years, 
the hostile northern kingdom would be broken and would cease to exist. 

And to assure Ahaz of the truth of this promise, God—through Isaiah—invited the king to ask for a 
sign. Sadly, King Ahaz—in a display of false humility—refused the offer God made. And so, God 
Himself establishes a sign to the king.  

It's then, that we first hear this wonderful name. God says: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds 
and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse evil and choose the good. Before the 
Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be           
forsaken by both her kings (Isaiah 7:14-16). 

Jesus' birth, is the keeping of a promise from long ago. God was with His people then; and now,            
Jesus has come as Immanuel in accordance with God's promise,” God with us.” As we enter our     
celebration of this wonderful Old Testament promise—the birth of "Immanuel,” we will hear His name 
mentioned again and again—whether we personally grasp the real significance of that name or not. 

My hope is that, by looking closer at the story of Jesus' birth, we will grasp that name's significance. 
My hope is that the meaning of that name will make a transition from our heads to our hearts; and 
that it will move us with a deep sense of wonder and awe over the One to whom it points. 

My prayer for us is that we all take that name more seriously than we have ever taken it before.           
Immanuel is a wonderful Person. And I pray that we become transformed by a sense of wonder at 
this One called “God with us.” Wonder at Him! 

Overall, 2022 has been a great year for Memorial! Thank you so much for the privilege of being your 
pastor!  

I love you, and wish you a very Merry Christmas!  

 

Brother Ridge 
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MISSIONS-here and around the world 
 

GOD IS GOOD!!! We see this in several places around the world with those we have partnered with. 
1-Recently the church in Masalawe, Tanzania had a revival. 28 people accepted Jesus as their personal Lord 
and Savior. We continue to support these pastors in the Ulaguru mountains as they reach out to those who 
still have not heard the good news of Jesus Christ. One of the ways we are supporting them is by helping with 
their transportation-how you ask? In conjunction with the Biker Church in Killeen, we have given 4 pikipikis 
(motorcycles) to the pastors so that they can cover more miles. Without a motorcycle they would have to 
walk, so with transportation they are able to reach a lot more people. We agreed to help the small churches 
with upkeep and fuel for the pikipikis until they could do this on their own. At present we still send support for 
2 of the pikipikis. 
 
2-Almost 4 years ago Memorial sent a team to Honduras to share the love of Christ with the people in a small 
village up in the mountains. From the neighborhood visits our team shared the gospel with a man named Julio. 
He prayed and ask Jesus into his heart and has since been called into the ministry as a pastor. There is no 
church in this area so after much discussion and prayer Greg Hines asked Memorial if we would be interested 
in helping, financially, to construct a church building. The finance team at Memorial decided to give $5000.00 
dollars up front to start the project and challenge the church to raise the remaining balance of $5000.00. As I 
write this article we have already received $1500.00 towards that project. 
 
The challenge for Memorial is $7000.00 for upkeep of the pikipikis in Tanzania and building a new church 
building in Honduras. We will be giving towards this campaign until the end of this year. If God leads you to 
give please place your money in one of the (MISSIONS) manila envelopes found in the back of the pews and 
put in the donation box. Or if you give on line make sure you designate your donation for missions. Together 
we are reaching the lost for Christ! 
 
Finally-back in October we had a Missions Luncheon and Dessert Auction that was a HUGH SUCCESS!!!!! 
Thanks to all of you who helped prepare, helped to serve and clean up and came to the lunch. A special thanks 
to those who took the time to bake so many great pies-cookies-cakes-brownies-etc. and a very special thanks 
to those who went above and beyond and bought the desserts. You are the GREATEST! God blessed the day of 
fun, fellowship and fund raising with a total amount raise over $6000.00. This money will be used to help send 
people from our church out into the world to share the gospel next year. THANK YOU from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 
Philippians 1:3-5 "I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now." 
 
In His Service and for His Glory-Joel Shumate- missions chair 



Born Charlotte Digges Moon, December 12, 1840, in Albemarle County, Virginia. Lottie rebelled against           
Christianity until she was in college. In December 1858, she dedicated her life to Christ and was baptized at 
First Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Lottie attended Albemarle Female Institute, female counterpart to the University of Virginia. In 1861, she was 

one of the first women in the South to receive a master’s degree. She stayed close to home during the Civil 

War but eventually taught school in Kentucky, Georgia and Virginia. 

Edmonia Moon, Lottie’s sister, was appointed to Tengchow, China, in 1872. The following year, Lottie was              
appointed and joined her sister there. Lottie served 39 years as a missionary, mostly in China’s Shantung        
province. She taught in a girls’ school and often made trips into China’s interior to share the good news with 
women and girls. 

Lottie Moon was passionate about people knowing Christ. She didn’t hesitate to speak her mind. 

Today’s China is a world of rapid change. It’s home to 1.4 billion individuals – one-fifth of the world’s population.   

Village dwellers flock to trendy megacities with exploding populations. And China holds its own in the world’s               

economy. It’s very different from the vast farmland Lottie Moon entered in the 1800s. But one thing hasn’t 

changed: China’s need for a Savior. 

When she set sail for China, Lottie was 32 years old. She had turned down a marriage proposal and left her 
job, home and family to follow God’s lead. Her path wasn’t typical for an educated woman from a wealthy 
Southern family. God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ need for a Savior. 

For 39 years Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People feared and rejected her, but she refused 

to leave. The aroma of fresh-baked cookies drew people to her house. She adopted traditional Chinese dress, 

and she learned China’s language and customs. Lottie didn’t just serve the people of China; she identified with 

them. Many eventually accepted her. And some accepted her Savior. 

Lottie wrote letters home detailing China’s hunger for truth and the struggle of so few missionaries taking the 

gospel to the 472 million Chinese in her day. She also shared the urgent need for more workers and for              

Southern Baptists to support them through prayer and giving.  Additionally, she challenged Southern Baptists to 

go to China or give so that others could go. By 1888, Southern Baptist women had organized and helped        

collect $3,315 to send workers needed in China.  

She once wrote home to the Foreign Mission Board, “Please say to the [new] missionaries they are coming to a 
life of hardship, responsibility and constant self-denial.” 

Disease, turmoil and lack of co-workers threatened to undo Lottie’s work. But she 

gave herself completely to God, helping lay the foundation of what would become 

the modern Chinese church, one of the fastest-growing Christian movements in the 

world. Lottie Moon died at 72 — ill and in declining health after decades ministering 

to her beloved Chinese. But her legacy lives on. And today, when gifts aren’t             

growing as quickly as the number of workers God is calling to the field, her call for 

sacrificial giving rings with more urgency than ever. 

In 1918, Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) named the annual Christmas offering 

for international missions after the woman who had urged them to start it.  

Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist missionary to China from 1873 to 

1912.  She saw firsthand the world’s great problem—LOSTNESS.  Meeting so 

many people who had never heard the gospel compelled her to write letters to 

American churches describing the need for a greater missionary presence.   

She pleaded for increased prayer and financial support to send and sustain more 

missionaries.  This challenge became known as the Lottie Moon Christmas                

Offering. 

 

LOTTIE MOON 

3,000 



 

MKK News and a Big Announcement 

Too Many? Never. 

Rodgers and I (Rachel) were relaxing together one weekend when the conversation turned to the MKKs. 
It often happens, though these days, Skills for Life comes up spontaneously just as often. 

“Which kid is that again?” I asked. I have the hardest time keeping them straight for a number of reasons 
(we have hardly seen them since 2020, we have over 50, my brain is full of homeschool). Rodgers re-
minded me, as he always does. 

“And another one has an exam fee due this week that we didn’t put in the budget…,” he added. 

I groaned. “We’ve missed so many of those this year. Do you ever think we have too many MKKs? It’s a 
lot to keep up with.” I wondered. 

Just a few days earlier, we had been working through a pile of applications. There are so many families in 
need. We would never consider cutting back on sponsorships. 

“Maybe it’s time to think about adding a new member to our team,” I suggested instead. “We used to say 
that our capacity was 30 MKKs, and that was when you and Liz were both primarily working on MKK is-
sues. Now we have over 30 MKKs just in high school. And Liz is doing most of the work on her own be-
cause Skills for Life takes a lot of your time. It’s no wonder we miss entering things like exam fees here 
and there.” 

MKKs 

The MKKs are finishing the school year now. This is, thankfully, the last short school year, making up for 
the nine months of no school in 2020. We have fifteen MKKs graduating from high school this year! We 
are hoping to add 15 new high schoolers in January. 

We also have one primary school MKK who will be in the pioneer class of junior secondary school in 
2023 (grade 7). This is a brand-new thing in Kenya, and they will be announcing in December how it’s 
going to go! 



 

The Big Announcement 

As soon as I suggested another team member, Rodgers said, “I’ll call Benson right away!” It took a few 
days to track him down, but he was enthusiastically on board. He was actually “in” way back when Mai-
sha Kamili was still a dream, kept alive by a memory of a boy and a bunch of grapes. 

We got to sit down with our long-time friend, Benson Baya, a few weeks ago and tell him some details 
about the position. He’ll start in January! Spreading out the MKK workload will enable us to do a much 
better job, and it will also mean an increase in our regular monthly expenses (this is a paid position). 
We’re looking forward to introducing Benson to the MKKs at our Christmas party next month. 

 

Prayer 

Besides hiring a new team member in January, we will have more college and university students than 
ever, and we will also be paying term 1 fees for all of our high school students (term 1 is always the 
most expensive term for school fees). It’s going to be a month of many expenses. We trust God to pro-
vide as always. 

Pray for 15 MKKs taking the KCSE (high school exit exam) in December, and for our grade 6 girl (Delia) 
finishing primary school and starting junior secondary. 

Pray for the transition as we add Benson to the team. 

 



 
Sunday Morning 

9:30 A.M. Bible Study 
10:45 A.M. Worship 

Kids Worship 
 
 

Tuesdays 
7:00 A.M. Prayer Time  

  

Wednesdays 
6:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study  

KidMin 
Youth 

Ladies Bible Study 
     

 

*************  
Office Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Friday 

8:30 A.M. - Noon 

Upcoming Events in December 

2nd UMHB Commencement 

3rd 5:00 p.m.  Deacon’s Christmas Party 

4th 9:30 a.m.  KidMin Family Breakfast 

9th  6:00 p.m.  KidMin Family Christmas Movie @ Jumper’s Home 

13th 6:30 p.m.   Finance Meeting 

 7:00 p.m.   Deacons Meeting 

14th 6:00 p.m.   Wee Kids Christmas Party 

     KidMin Christmas Party 

     Youth Christmas Party 

18th Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

 6:00 p.m.   Candlelight & Communion Service 

21st Wednesday Activities Cancelled 

22nd Church Office Closed 

23rd Church Office Closed 

 Feed My Sheep prep 

24th 8:00 a.m.   Feed My Sheep 

25th Merry Christmas - Happy Birthday Jesus! 

 10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

28th Wednesday Activities Cancelled 

29th Church Office Closed 

30th Church Office Closed 

2nd  Ridge Adams 

John Goff 

4th Carlton Jurca 

8th Mya Teschner 

11th Julie Deaver 

13th Candi Ketcham 

15th Neva Stallings 

16th Brian Neese 

19th Holly Allen 

Brooke Teschner 

24th Laura Duckworth 

25th Clarence Oubre 

27th Dorothy Prinzing 

29th Jim McDougall 

Brooke Vasta 

Christmas Schedule 

18th 6:00 pm   Candlelight and Communion 
 

21st Wednesday Activities Cancelled 
 

22nd Church Office Closed 
 

23rd Church Office Closed 
 

25th Merry Christmas 
 Happy Birthday Jesus! 
 10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
 

28th Wednesday Activities Cancelled 
 

29th Church Office Closed 
 

30th Church Office Closed 
 

1st New Years Day 
 10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

 


