Messenger
Dear Saints,
Welcome to September! School is back in session, children are loaded with school supplies
in their backpacks, high school and college students are buzzing with excitement and rekindling friendships, and the temperatures are still hot. However, while I am writing this, we are
experiencing a great shower of blessing. God sent us some beautiful rain, and we have rain in
the weather forecast for the next week or so! Hallelujah! I think I just heard all of creation
give a collective sigh of relief!
As some of you may be aware, Bell Baptist Association (BBA) has a partnership with an association in Michigan. A North
American Mission Board (NAMB) missionary is working with Native Americans on a reservation there. One part of their
mission there has been to help Native American families get back on their feet after the perils and heartbreak of drug and
alcohol addictions.
Head of households who are clean and sober, and working with accountability to this NAMB missionary are helped with
a vehicle to get back and forth to work. BBA has donated about 5 vehicles so far.
Dr. Tom Henderson, Director of Missions for BBA asked me if I would be willing
to look over and repair a 1999 Ford Ranger pickup to give to the NAMB missionary
to pass along to a worthy recipient. Additionally, he asked if Memorial could resource
the “fixing up” of this truck by paying for the repairs. This truck has sat idle and not
been driven for the last 11 years.
After consultation with our Missions committee chairperson, Joel Shumate, and in
conjunction with our Missions committee, approval was given to move forward with
these repairs. So, I have been slowly and steadily working to repair this truck. The
plan is to have it ready so it can be presented to our NAMB missionary who will be in
Bell County to speak at our BBA annual meeting in October. It looks like it will be
repaired and ready ahead of schedule. Thank you, Lord! What a great opportunity to
be involved in God’s kingdom, here and around the world! I’ll try to include a
complete picture next month.
Let me also remind you about our Mary Hill Davis offering for Texas
missions, this month. The week of prayer for this mission offering and target
date for us to bring our offering is Sunday, September 11th, 2022. We have
set our 2022 goal of $2,500! I am excited to see what God is going to do
through us and Texas Baptists.

In the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, in Matthew 28:19-20, Christ
commands that as His followers, we are to… “go and make disciples.” I hope
you will join in praying with me for a great movement of God’s Spirit among
our church and community. Please partner with me in prayer that as people
come and visit our church that we would be the type of people that welcome
them and love them up close to the heart of God.
God is moving among our Memorial family, and my prayer is that you will come, get on board, find a place of service, and
get involved so we can all go together! The call to follow Jesus is a call to serve. In Matthew 9:37, Jesus said, “the harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few.”
Also, thank you for continuing to pray for our families, our church, our community, and our nation! I love you and God
loves you!

Your servant and co-laborer in harvest,

Bro. Ridge

Mary Hill Davis

Mary Hill Davis, advocate of Baptist missions and
denominational leader, was born in Greenville, Georgia,
around 1860, the daughter of Waid Hampton and
Margaret (Lawson) Hill. She descended from Huguenots
who arrived in Virginia around 1700. In 1870 her parents
moved to Dallas, Texas, where they joined the First
Baptist Church. Her education came primarily from
private tutors. When she was twenty years old she
married F. S. Davis, a Dallas physician.

Mrs. Davis served as recording secretary of the Texas Woman's Missionary Union from
1898 to 1906. She was elected president of the organization in 1906 and served for the
next twenty-five years. Her first action as president was to organize the Young
Women's Auxiliary in 1907 to educate young women for mission work. She organized
the Royal Ambassadors in 1908 and the Girl's Auxiliary in 1913 for the same purpose.
She also encouraged the WMU to support Baptist work among students on college
campuses. Under her leadership the WMU grew from 350 mission societies in 1906 to
1,732 in 1931. To coordinate the union's work she helped introduce a district plan that
organized the WMU into district unions. Although the organization grew, she stressed
that the local missionary society was the most vital element of the WMU. She
encouraged Baptists to support missions both spiritually and financially. During her
tenure the WMU raised money to construct facilities for the Williford-Miller and
Annie Jenkins Sallee schools in China, the Baptist Women's Missionary Training
School in Fort Worth (a part of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary), and the
Women's Memorial Dormitory at Baylor University. She also solicited WMU
contributions to Buckner Orphans Home
(see BUCKNER BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME). In
1910 the WMU set aside the last week in September as
an annual time to stress financial and spiritual support for state missions.

$2,500.

In addition to her work with the WMU, Mrs. Davis
served as chairman of the Advisory Board of the
Women's Missionary Training School from 1911 to
1934 and as vice president of the Baptist Missionary
Union, an auxiliary to the Southern Baptist
Convention, for twenty-six years. As a vocal
supporter of the involvement of women in
denominational affairs, she also spoke publicly to
promote the Seventy-five Million Campaign, a
missionary offering. In 1935 the Texas Woman's
Missionary Union named the annual offering for state
missions the Mary Hill Davis Offering. Mary Davis
died in Dallas on November 28, 1934.

Upcoming Events in September
2nd - 5th

College Camping Trip

5th

Labor Day - Church Office Closed

6th

6:00 p.m.

Personnel & Finance Committee Meetings

6:00 p.m.

College - Engage
Personnel & Finance Committee Meetings

8th
11th
13th

Mary Hill Davis Offering - Goal $2500
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Finance Meeting
Deacons Meeting

16th

MBC Student Section

18th

Children’s Animo Game Night

19th

6:00 p.m.

Budget Meeting

22nd

6:00 p.m.

Budget Meeting

23rd

Feed My Sheep

24th

Feed My Sheep

25th

12:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning
9:30 A.M. Bible Study
10:45 A.M. Worship
Kids Worship
Tuesdays
7:00 A.M. Prayer Time
Wednesdays
6:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study
KidMin
Youth
Ladies Bible Study

*************
Office Hours

Monday - Thursday

Jacob & Mariah Buss’ Baby Shower

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Friday
8:30 A.M. - Noon

1st John Larance

18th Winnie Dyer

3rd Aaron Vasta
Jenifer Walvoord

19th Casey Schiefelbein
Hailee Graham
Venetia Beckhusen

4th Ross Allen
6th David Beeson
8th Hannah Watts
9th McKinlee Burtchell
12th Jacob Buss
14th Melinda Greger
16th Cristian Ford

21st Christopher Joseph
23rd Alexander Kirby
23rd Pat Sebek
25th Karen Kuryla
27th Steve Henderson

