
 

Dear Saints, 

Winter is lingering and some days, may appear that it wants to stay a while. I am grateful to our heavenly Fa-
ther for the spring-like weather we have had recently. My peach tree had lots of beautiful pink blossoms and I 
see rose bushes starting to sprout new growth. I thank God for bringing new life, with His grace and mercy to 
each one of us.  God is so incredibly good. In fact, God is…Awesome!  

 

We have added another member to our MBC staff. Introducing…Mrs. Skylar Martin, who will start this month 
as our Preschool minister, and will be ministering to our very little ones and their parents. She will have 
charge over and be responsible for guiding our nursery and preschool minis-
try area. Skylar and her husband, A.J. live in Harker Heights. Thank you to 
our Memorial Personnel Committee for a job well done.  

 

I am also delighted to know that we will have four more deacons to be or-
dained in six months.  Our church voted unanimously in church conference 
last week to ordain the following men to deacon ministry: Ross Allen, Terry 
Hann, Brian Smith, and Travis Teague. I look forward to working with them 
while they are in their training period and then as a church, ordaining them 
to serve. These men are already serving at Memorial in a myriad of ways. 

 

Memorial will also be licensing Ross Allen and Joel Shumate to the Gospel 
ministry soon. Ross will be pursuing a ministry position as a chaplain and 
Joel is officiating memorial services in the bereavement ministry. We look 
forward to a special licensing service with each of these godly men.  

Glory to God!  

 

The last few weeks have brought to some of our church family a significant 
amount of suffering and pain. Many different types of suffering and pain exist 
in our lives.  Whether the pain is in our lives, our children’s lives, or in the life 
of a friend or loved one, we can be assured that our loving Father will use 
the pain to shape us as His dear children. “For we know that God causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28  

 

So, do not lose heart church family. God’s purposes are for your benefit. 
May we learn to listen daily, moment-by-moment, to hear God’s voice and 
obey, understanding beyond all doubt, that He knows what success looks 
like for you.  May we find serenity in God’s sovereignty and experience a 
renewed measure of joy and contentment in life, regardless of what it looks 
like from a human perspective.  May we find our rest in Him.  

 

Join us for Bible Study at 9:30 AM on Sundays. We have a study group for 
each member of your family! Please know that I love you and I am praying 
for you!    

 

Grace and Peace to you, 

Ridge  
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Dear Church Family, 

 

I hope all of you have had ample time to recover and rest after the events of this past 

month. My prayers have been for you as the impact of the storm was widespread amongst our 

church body and many of our friends and family across Texas and our country. 

In light of all that we experienced during the winter storm, I found myself exhausted and 

fatigued as I am sure many of you did as well. For most of us, work and responsibilities picked 

up right where they left off; no time to catch your breath or take a rest. For that very reason, the 

concept of rest has been heavy on my mind. 

 

As I have been considering the word rest, I can’t help but think of the seventh day of 

creation when God declares that He has “finished the work he has been doing, so on the 

seventh day he rested” and “God blessed the seventh day and made it Holy” (Genesis 2:2-3). If 

I am honest, the Sabbath has always felt a little gratuitous and outdated, and I would be willing 

to bet I am not the only one to feel that way. I believe there are many reasons for that, a fast 

paced “busy” society, social media and technology that thrive on 30 second increments, and 

performance based jobs, just to name a few. But as I look to God’s Word, I find that I simply 

have a weak and atrophied understanding of something sacred that God “made holy” for His 

glory and for our benefit. 

 

What we find in the Sabbath is a God that loves and cares for His people and desires to 

give rest to the weary and burdened, not just a physical rest, but “rest for our souls'' (Matthew 

11:28-30). I believe human nature, especially in a highly individualist society, desires to feel 

needed. Oftentimes we fill our schedules and create relationships that we feel need us for their 

survival and flourishing. If you have ever walked away from a job or from a relationship and 

thought, “how do they even function when I am not there”, then you know what I am talking 

about. What God is offering for us in the Sabbath is an opportunity to remember that God is the 

sustainer of all things (Psalm 121:1-4) (Isaiah 40:28). Our weak attempts to try and hold things 

together and be our own God, only leave us tired and worn out. 

 

Brothers and sisters, this is not just a quiet your spirit for a couple of minutes out of your 

day kind of command. If we are to experience “rest for our souls”, then we must create 

significant time in our schedules to stop from our work, and enjoy our Heavenly Father who 

holds ALL things together, and then you will find rest for your souls! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Braden Tanner 



Dear Church Family, 

The strange and unique challenges of 2020 seem to have carried over to 2021 as we faced a 

once in a lifetime winter storm that affected our entire state, leaving many without power and 

water. I know many in our community, and our church were greatly affected by these challeng-

es. It certainly was not the Valentine’s that Hannah and I anticipated either. However, even in 

such challenging experiences, we can learn and grow deeper as people of God because of 

God’s grace. 

While being much less fun and desirable, five days without power and water for Hannah and I 

may have done more to cultivate intimacy in our mar-

riage than any steak dinner. Often, these ‘growth oppor-

tunities’ appear more as major inconveniences at best, 

and heartbreaking at other times, but for those who lean 

even further into the Lord wisdom and experience are 

ripe for the picking. The Bible often speaks to struggles, 

hardships, and the challenges of life. Typically, our afflu-

ence blinds us from these elements of life. Yet, I do not 

think the idea here is to compare or rank hardships in our 

lives or the lives of others. The point is this; hardship is a 

universal concept for all mankind. That’s why in the 

book of James we are encouraged to… 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, [ a ] 

whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 

know that the testing of your faith produces persever-

ance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may 

be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

“Many kinds” of trials await, and we will not all be sub-

ject to the exact same ones. Still, we can trust our Master 

with the results knowing that the “testing of your faith 

produces perseverance,” and this perseverance leads to a 

mature, full, and equipped disciple. 

Lord willing, maybe some of the chaos and unpredicta-

bility of late will subside. Even if it doesn’t though, we have a Savior looking out for us each 

step of the way and a promise that even the storms of life, that even weapons meant for evil 

will be turned for our good and His Glory. 

Additionally, that's what a church family is for. May we remember to love well, deal grace 

with generosity, and to be quick in the confessions of our sin and needs. 

- Jeff Watts 





February 28 - March 7 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer 

7th 2;00 p.m.    Kory & Kacie Jumper’s Baby Shower 

9th 6:30 p.m.    Finance Meeting 

 7:00 p.m.    Deacons Meeting 

14th Daylight Savings Time Begins 

26th Feed My Sheep Prep 

27th Feed My Sheep 

 

6th   Betsy Clifton 

Kim Stephen 

7th   Marie Baird 

10th   Francisco Suarez 

Gloria Ribbeck 

Otis King 

11th   Jessica Smith 

Monica McDougall 

12th  Jack Morgan 

Ryan Eickenloff 

16th  Jerrie Shaw 

Vicki Hurley 

17th   Catelyn Tyler 

18th  Curtis Eickenloff 

Emily Curlee 

19th  Amanda Montelongo-Suarez 

19th  Heather Gonzales 

20th  Steve Murabito 

 

21st  Cecilia Schiefelbein 

Julie Grisham 

Tim Rudolph 

22nd  Alan Horton 

23rd  Terry Hann 

24th  Paul Gonzales 

29th  Brandon Owen 

Joshua Adams 

30th  Victor Aramanda 

 

Sunday, March 14th 

 

Dear Memorial Family, 

Many thanks for all your many kindnesses.  

You are very special to me and I love ya. 

Patsy Beasley 


