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Dear Saints, 

     Happy New Year! I pray that God has blessed you with time to see 
your families during the Christmas Season. As a New Year begins, I 
am so excited about 2021 in the life of Memorial Baptist Church. I 
know God is working among His people and in our community. Thank 
you church family for adopting the 2021 ministry budget for our church 
for this new year. We need God’s help, and your help, to be faithful in 
these life-transforming ministries that God has given to our church 
family.  Together, as one body, we are moving forward to get involved 
in God’s kingdom work at home and to the ends of the earth.  
      
     Your generosity and sacrificial giving to our mission offerings are 

also enabling great works to be done here and among indigenous people all over the world. Thank 
you for investing in God’s kingdom work. I hope that you will commit to pray for our missionaries 
every day. Please remember Craig and Susan Owen (SE Asia), Charles and Brittney Shirey (Spain), 
Rodgers and Rachel Kahindi (Kenya), Eric and Marilyn Loftsgard (Nicaragua), and Greg and Jean 
Hines (Honduras). They need and covet your prayer support.  
      

     What an awesome God we serve! We welcome aboard Dallas           
Holston, as our worship pastor. We expect him to be available for             
ministry at Memorial later this month. Dallas Holston comes to us from 
Victory Life Church in Lubbock, TX. Dallas graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Music from Texas Tech University in December of 2017 and 
has worked at Victory Life ever since. Dallas’ personal mission               
statement is, “To use the talents that God has given me in order to 
help bring people closer to Him.” Dallas and his wife Katelyn were   
married in June of 2019. Katelyn just graduated from Texas Tech         
University with a Master’s degree in Nutrition & Dietetics and is                    
pursuing a career as a Clinical Dietitian. Dallas’ hobbies include song 
writing, working with his hands, & videography. Dallas and Katelyn are 
expectant for God’s will on what’s next! Let’s give them a great big  
Memorial welcome!   

      

     Speaking of new things, I also want to encourage you to get                  
involved in one of our small groups this year. We call our groups 
“Connect Groups” because the gospel is all about relationships, and our desire is to help you               
connect with Christ, with other people, and get to know our church body. Our Connect groups are 
studying a wide range of topics this year. So, be looking for a group to get involved in and let’s walk 
together as we follow Christ in 2021!  May God bless each of you this New and Happy Year! 

   

     “What we are is God’s gift to us…but what we become…is our gift back to God!”  You are special! 
I love our church family! Grace and peace to you,  

 

Your friend,  

Ridge 



Dear Memorial Family, 

Thank you  very much for the beauti-

ful floral arrangement and expres-

sions of sympathy during the loss of 

my sister recently.’ 

With gratitude and love, 

Wilna Shumate 



Having an issue                     

checking in?   

Check your information 

through the Church Center 

App or fill out a form, and we 

will update your information 

Join us for our live stream worship on Sundays. Our morning worship service will air on our 
YouTube channel (MBC Temple) every Sunday at 10:45am. 
 
How do I direct my friends and family to our YouTube channel?  
There are multiple avenues to find our YouTube channel. Here is a list: 
 
   - Go to www.memorialchurch.us, then click on the red bar at the top of the website 
   - Go to Memorial Baptist Church Facebook Page, then scroll down to our recent post about our 
new YouTube channel. Click the link on that post 
   - Or go to YouTube.com, and search MBC Temple and click on the channel with a picture of our 
church logo. 
  
 

Catch Bro. Ridge’s podcast every Wednesday evening at 6 PM.  We are 
studying the book of Hebrews.   

Don’t have internet?  Would like to receive Bro. Ridge’s notes about his 
podcast?  We can do this.  Call the church office and let us know and we 
will mail it to you.   

Have internet and would like to receive his notes? Email the church office 
and I will email them to you. 

https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=93cf127f26&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=c9957dfabc&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=aafe14870c&e=f00c9bdf92


Dear Church Family, 

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in 

Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people--- the 

faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in 

heaven and about which you have already heard in the true 

message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, 

the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 

world--- just as it has been doing among you since the day you 

heard it and truly understood God’s grace.” 

- Colossians 1:3-6 

In the same way that Paul begins his letter to the church at Colossae, giving thanks to ‘the Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ’, for the faithfulness of the saints, I am reminded of the faithfulness and com-

mitment of the saints at Memorial. In my prayers for all of you, I pray with great joy and thankfulness 

for your partnership in the gospel.  

As we move out of 2020 with all its craziness and into the New Year, I think the need and desire to 

evaluate this past year is at an all time high. These are just a few things that I learned this year: 

● God is sovereign in and through ALL things . The same God that created the heavens and 

the earth from the formless and void in Genesis is still active and maintains all things.                        

(Genesis 1:1-2) 

● The Word of God is constant and a refuge in all seasons of life. Despite the ups and downs 

of a year like we just experienced, the Word of God remains the same.                                                             

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) (Psalm 119:105) 

● Don’t be in such a rush. The people around you matter and being present matters.    

(Romans 12:15) (1 John 4:7-12) (Philippians 2:5-8) 

Sincerely, 

Braden Tanner 

COLLEGE MINISTRY 



Dear Church Family, 

As I write this in the waning moments of 2020, I am both eager to turn the calendar 

over to a new year and grateful for the Lord’s steady hand during such an unsteady 

one. The pressing, the squeeze, the refiner’s fire, they aren’t usually fun. However, 

when the Lord is at the helm, they are remarkably effective. To different degrees 

and in a variety of ways, we have all been pressed this year, but not without              

purpose or result! I find it both necessary and helpful for me to be reminded of this 

often, that the frustrating and hard moments have not been mine alone, but shared by many others as well. The 

grace that I need with such frequency is needed by others as well, and I must be willing to share it with them. As 

a Biblical community of believers, we should be the epicenter of grace and patience in our relationships with each 

other and with the community around us. 

In 1847, composer Adolphe Adam put music to the prior written poem, ‘Midnight, Christians’ written by Placide 

Cappeau. The end result was the Christmas carol ‘O Holy Night’ which happens to be one of my favorites. As 

Pastor Ridge mentioned a few weeks ago, truth in music or poetry really brings it to life, it humanizes it. Can’t you 

imagine it? Two thousand years ago, a Roman Occupation shadowing over the hills of Israel? A broken, beaten 

people, in need of rescue, in need of some hope? As the poet mentions, the Word became flesh, Jesus born as a 

baby, was the thrill of hope , and the weary world rejoiced.  

Weary seems like a pretty good word to sum up this year. Students, Teachers, Parents, Doctors, Nurses,             

Coaches, UPS/FedEx/USPS/Amazon employees, Pastors… We’re all weary .  Grief seems to be abounding, 

whether firsthand or borrowed, there is more than enough to go around. We feel the weight, and we look forward 

to what’s next, and hope it’s something better. And while the changing of a calendar year does not promise              

immediate change, it does communicate something profound. We are still here. Still serving, still working, still 

hanging on and fighting our battles. Our God has not left us, instead He came down and dwelt among us. He is 

still at work, shoulder to shoulder with His people. Even this year… Especially this year, a weary world rejoices 

because Jesus is still King, and He still keeps His promises!  

Take heart, beloved, for our King is not finished yet! Because of His atonement and love for us, we always have a 

reason to remember and rejoice. As we head into another year, may we be people who inspire hope and cultivate 

peace in the lives of others because of the hope and peace that we have through Christ Jesus. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year Y’all! 

Love, 

Jeff Watts 





 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 A.M.  

Senior Adult Bible Study 
Young Adult & Median Adult Bible Study 

College Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study 

Children’s Bible Study 
10:45 A.M.  

Worship (in-person & online) 
Kids Worship 

 
Tuesdays 
7:00 a.m.  

Prayer Meeting 
 
 

Wednesdays 
6:00 P.M.   

Adult Prayer Meeting 
Established Youth 

Team Kid 
Adult Bible Study (podcast) 

  

 

*************  
Office Hours 

 

Monday – Thursday 

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

8:30 AM - Noon 
 

1st      Carol Murabito 

           Nailna Lind 

2nd     Sadie Anderson 

4th      April Aramanda 

           Arianna Smith 

6th      Josh Reyes 

          Pablo Rodriguez 

          Sharon Henderson 

8th     Dawn Blankenship 

9th     Andrew Davis 

           Mike Eaton 

10th    Caroline Tanner 

12th    Felicia Holland 

           Robert Kuryla 

14th    Andy Fowler 

           Haddy Tanner 

15th    Emily Mayfield 

17th    Carolyne Byersby 

           Randell Graham 

18th    David Chollett 

           Michel Hill 

19th    Garrett Tanner 

20th     Johnny Jarosek 

21at     Joanne Fox 

24th    Geneva Crowther 

25th    Lillian Beaver 

           Shayden Davis 

26th    Brooklyn Bowland 

27th     Isaac Joseph 

29th    Carole Covington 

           Rebecca Marek 

30th    Lauren Barber 

 



CHRISTMAS CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER 
Cryptogram puzzles are sentences or paragraphs that are encrypted with a letter substitution.   Each puzzle uses 

different letter substitutions.  An example of a letter substitution encryption may be: the word CARD could be 

encoded to XPQM if C=X, P=A, Q=R, M=D. Find the right letter substitutes to solve this puzzle. 

Christmas Song Fact 
Answer from December’s puzzle 

 

IF YOU RECEIVED ALL OF THE GIFTS IN THE SONG “THE TWELVE DAYS OF 

CHRISTMAS,” YOU WOULD RECEIVE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR GIFTS. 

JANUARY HAPPENINS’ 

Happy New Year! 
1st New Years Day - Church Office Closed 

6th Wednesday Activities Resume: 

  6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Established Youth, Team Kid 

12th  6:30 p.m. Finance Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

22nd Feed My Sheep prep 

23rd  Feed My Sheep - contact Hal Martin for more information 



Ways to Give: 

We’ve had some people ask us how they can give.   If you have problems with setting any of these options up, please call the church            

office and we can guide you through it.  Here are some options of ways to give: 

1) Bring offering by the office 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM) Friday (8:30 AM - Noon).  Do you need us to meet you at 

your vehicle? Call the church office when you get here at (254) 773-6831 and we will come out to you.  Or  if you prefer you may drop it 

off in our locked mailbox out front. 

2) Mail it 

Several choose to mail in their offering weekly via the Post Office.  Our mailing address is 6161 South 5th Street, Temple, TX 76502. 

3) Online Giving 

Online giving is available through the church’s website at www.memorialchurch.us/give.  You can set it up to draft out of your bank ac-

count or pay by credit card/debit card.  You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.  

4) Church Center App 

Our church app is also available for online giving through your mobile device by clicking on the giving tab.  You can set it up to draft out 

of your bank account or credit card/debit card.   You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.                  

Instructions on how to download the app and get started are further down on this page. 

5) Giving by Phone Call 

Want to give by credit card/debit card but not sure about all the technology out there?  Call the church office (254) 773-6831 and we can 

take your giving over the phone.  All you need is your credit card/debit card information.  

6) Text to Give 

Memorial also has the option of text to give.  You simply text the amount you want to give to 84321 and we will receive it.  More                     

information about how to text to give is given below.   

We want to thank you for your faithfulness and generosity to Memorial Baptist Church and our Lord.  We 
are a blessed body of believers.  Your generosity and faithfulness never ceases to amaze us.  I pray God 
will bless you as you seek to serve Him.  Please stay safe and let us know if we can assist you during 
these difficult times.  We love each and everyone of you. 


