
Dear Saints, 

     Our God is an awesome God! I know that fall is here and with that the 
change of seasons because I’m starting to taste pumpkin in just about            
everything I eat. Now, I enjoy a certain amount of pumpkin but you know… 
some things are just not made to go with pumpkin. Thank you, God for            
pumpkins! In everything…give thanks!  

 

     Most of us are probably more than ready to cruise on out of 2020 as it has 
been so ridiculous with a surplus of formidable challenges. Although I am 
more than ready to put 2020 in the rearview mirror, I am tremendously     
hopeful that our learning opportunities have prepared and shaped us for this 
new season. For me personally, these challenges give me a renewed             
dependence on the One who has saved me, and the only One who can sustain 

me.  

 

     Thank you for praying diligently for our country. In these chaotic times, the world counts on us as believers 
in Jesus Christ to step up, intercede, and cry out to Almighty God. He is the One who is all-powerful, and 
faithful to meet our deepest needs. I am reminded of the verse in the Psalm 20:7 that says, “Some boast in 
chariots and some in horses, but we boast in the name of the Lord our God.” (NASB)  

 

     With a thankful heart I have watched you, the body of Christ, feed hungry people in Temple through the 
“Feed My Sheep ministry.” They provide a hot meal or a sack lunch for many hungry men, women and              
children in Temple. What a wonderful expression of love others by the body of Christ!   

 

     Others of you also compassionately reach out to our Homebound members by sending cards, bringing 
meals and calling them on the phone. Memorial, thank you for keeping these special members in the 
“spotlight.” 

 

     Thank you to our many members who invest in the lives of others. We will make an impact as we walk this 
journey together, life on life. That influence cannot be underestimated. Keep on loving, keep on investing in 
others. Way to go!  

 

     A special thank you goes out as well to those who nurture and care for the little ones every Sunday during 
worship.  You are providing a valuable ministry so that mommies and daddies can worship corporately. (We 
always need more volunteers to work in this area!)  

 

     God is at work all around us and is writing His story daily! He even invites us to join Him in reaching the 
world with His love. The greatest joy we can know this side of heaven is to partner with God and other               
believers in His kingdom work.  I absolutely love being a part of a church that is doing something for Jesus 
Christ! 

  

     Our church staff is working hard! I count it a high honor, blessing and a privilege to be the pastor of this 
great church. I love you and believe in you, Memorial! Thank you for being the church, today and everyday as 
we seek to win the lost to Jesus Christ, here in Temple, and to the ends of the earth!  

 

Grace and peace to you,  

 

Your friend,  

 

Ridge 

The Messenger 
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Never worry about money again with Financial Peace University!                
It’s the proven plan to help you master budgeting, beat debt, and live 
the life of your dreams. Through nine lessons rooted in biblical               
wisdom, you’ll learn from Dave Ramsey and his team of financial             
experts.  
 
Class starts Friday, October 23, 2020, at 6pm, in the College Room.  
 
Your investment is $90 per individual or per couple.  
 
Contact Gail Koontz at 254.718.8313 or gkoontz@hot.rr.com. 
 



Join us for worship on Sunday at 10:45am. Due to high quantities of traffic on our website’s live 
stream and for your convenience we have pre-recorded Sundays worship. This Sundays service will 
air on our YouTube channel (MBC Temple) Sunday at 10:45am. 
 
How do I direct my friends and family to our YouTube channel?  
There are multiple avenues to find our YouTube channel. Here is a list: 
 
   - Go to www.memorialchurch.us, then click on the red bar at the top of the website 
   - Go to Memorial Baptist Church Facebook Page, then scroll down to our recent post about our 
new YouTube channel. Click the link on that post 
   - Or go to YouTube.com, and search MBC Temple and click on the channel with a picture of our 
church logo. 
  
 

Catch Bro. Ridge’s podcast every Wednesday evening at 6 PM.  We are 
studying the book of Hebrews.   

Don’t have internet?  Would like to receive Bro. Ridge’s notes about his 
podcast?  We can do this.  Call the church office and let us know and we 
will mail it to you.   

Have internet and would like to receive his notes? Email the church office 
and I will email them to you. 

https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=93cf127f26&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=c9957dfabc&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=aafe14870c&e=f00c9bdf92




Hello Friends! 

If you’re reading this, I guess you’ve made it to Fall ‘20. It’s been a strange year, but the 

familiarity of fall is a welcome and pleasant distraction. As I’m writing this, Hannah and I are 
18 days shy of our wedding. Can you believe it?! Lots of change in a short period of time is 
often stressful, but it holds so much potential. As we continue to move through a year with a 
lot of first culturally and personally, how can we keep up? How can we find peace when 
things seem to be spinning the opposite direction? 

 

We are preparing to start a three week series with our students that I’m calling ‘Be Useful.’ 
In this series, we are going to spend some time in Revelation 3 and with the warning issued 

to the Laodicean Church. 

 

To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of 
God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So,                   
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

 

There’s a lot to unpack here, so don’t worry, we won’t cover the entirety of it in this monthly update. I do, however, want to 
reflect on a few thoughts here that I found challenging and encouraging. Oftentimes, when we think of this passage we think 
of the Lord stating that he doesn’t want lukewarm believers, that it’s better to be on fire for the Lord, or even coldly                   
opposed, than to be lukewarm. While that may be true, the text here is reaching for something more specific to these                   
Laodicean believers.  History tells of the great lengths that the people in Laodicea desired to capitalize on a business venture 

by transporting hot spring waters from 5 miles outside of town via an aqueduct. They could, in theory, build a bathhouse 
where travelers could stop through to experience the healing and recovery induced by the naturally hot spring waters. Their 
neighbors over in Colossae offered crisp, cold, and pure natural spring waters, and now the Laodiceans could offer the                 
opposite. 5 miles of worth of engineering effort, money, and capital investment was done and the spring waters were 
brought into the city. However, there was one serious oversight, due to the lack of insulation, the waters were cooled over 
the 5 mile 

journey. Laodicea now had a lion's share of perfectly lukewarm water brought to the center of town. 

 

For the city, this was a bit of an embarrassment. Hot water has a multitude of uses, as does cold water; but lukewarm                  
water? Tepid water is a less than ideal form of refreshment, and a poor soak for a weary traveler. Ultimately, this room         
temperature water was just kinda useless. When the church is called out for their lukewarm ways, it is a pointed shot to an 
already vulnerable area.  

 

To be useful, we should be either hot or cold. Decided, either refreshing or soothing. Ultimately, we should desire to be             
useful. Over the last 7 months, there’s been more than one time I’ve felt lukewarm. Whether it’s a change of life                                  
circumstances, a lost job, or a new normal, Jesus’ heart for each of us is the same. What things do we need to address in our 
life this month to really become useful for the Lord? Lets confess our need together, trusting that Jesus will meet us where 
we are and free us up to be useful in His work! 

 

- Jeff Watts 





DEACON MINISTRY 

Brian & Carey Tyler Jim & Monica McDougall John & Roxana Larance Garry & Kum Harris 

Doug & Debbie Bergert 

Joel & Wilna Shumate Kory & Kacie Jumper Johnny & Lisa Jarosek Steve & Sheila Hubbard 

Phil & Carole Covington 

Paul & Heather Gonzales 

John & Sue Webb Kyle & Macy Tanner 
Bruce Waldock 

 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 A.M. Senior Adult Bible Study 

(Fellowship Hall) 
College Bible Study  

(College room) 
10:45 A.M. Worship 
(in-person & online) 

Kids Worship 
(in-person) 

 
 

Wednesdays 
6:00 P.M.  Adult Prayer Meeting                  

(in-person) 
Youth 

(in-person) 
Adult Bible Study 

(podcast) 
  

 

*************  
Office Hours 

 

Monday – Thursday 

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

8:30 AM - Noon 

1st  Dustin Jurca 
 
5th  Lena Manley 
 
6th  Katie Mintz 
       Madison Miranda 
 
7th  Johnnie Baird 
       Teresa Rudolph 
       Grayson Tanner 
 
8th  Debra  Eaton 
        Kimberly Kennedy 
 
10th Gloria Jackson 
 
11th  Ruby Davis 
          Mo Green-Salazar 
          Anthony Morehouse 
 
13th  Zameron Arredondo 
 
18th  Dorene Krenek 
 
20th  Dylan Stephen 

21st   Lori Eickenloff 
 
22nd  Jeff Watts 
 
23rd  Vernon Baird 
 
25th  Nathanel Ford 
         Steve Hubbard 
 
26th  Sue Webb 
 
27th   Kelly Hubbard 
 
28th   Waunell Shumate 

29th   Garry Harris 

31st    Patti Graham 



Ways to Give: 

We’ve had some people ask us how they can give.   If you have problems with setting any of these options up, please call the church            

office and we can guide you through it.  Here are some options of ways to give: 

1) Bring offering by the office 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM) Friday (8:30 AM - Noon).  Do you need us to meet you at 

your vehicle? Call the church office when you get here at (254) 773-6831 and we will come out to you.  Or  if you prefer you may drop it 

off in our locked mailbox out front. 

2) Mail it 

Several choose to mail in their offering weekly via the Post Office.  Our mailing address is 6161 South 5th Street, Temple, TX 76502. 

3) Online Giving 

Online giving is available through the church’s website at www.memorialchurch.us/give.  You can set it up to draft out of your bank ac-

count or pay by credit card/debit card.  You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.  

4) Church Center App 

Our church app is also available for online giving through your mobile device by clicking on the giving tab.  You can set it up to draft out 

of your bank account or credit card/debit card.   You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.                  

Instructions on how to download the app and get started are further down on this page. 

5) Giving by Phone Call 

Want to give by credit card/debit card but not sure about all the technology out there?  Call the church office (254) 773-6831 and we can 

take your giving over the phone.  All you need is your credit card/debit card information.  

6) Text to Give 

Memorial also has the option of text to give.  You simply text the amount you want to give to 84321 and we will receive it.  More                     

information about how to text to give is given below.   

We want to thank you for your faithfulness and generosity to Memorial Baptist Church and our Lord.  We 
are a blessed body of believers.  Your generosity and faithfulness never ceases to amaze us.  I pray God 
will bless you as you seek to serve Him.  Please stay safe and let us know if we can assist you during 
these difficult times.  We love each and everyone of you. 


