The Messenger
Dear Saints,
Welcome to September! School is back and maybe only online for some,
children are loaded with school supplies in their backpacks, high school and
college students are buzzing with excitement and rekindling friendships, and the
temperatures are hot! I am so thankful for each member of our Memorial family.
God cares for His own!
This last month we re-opened our youth time, as well as adding a Kids
Worship on Sunday mornings. We are hoping to host an ongoing Senior Adult
Sunday School hour beginning on September 20th from 9:30-10:30 am. We will
be social distancing in our fellowship hall. So, mask up seniors, and come join us as John Webb leads us in Bible
study. Looking forward to seeing many of you for the first time since March!
Let me also remind you about our Mary Hill Davis offering for Texas missions, this month. We have set our
goal of $4,020! Let’s be generous and see what God is going to do through us and Texas Baptists. Some of this
offering goes to the Texas Baptist Men for their disaster relief efforts. We know our neighbors in south Texas and
Louisiana could use some help right about now. Also praise God for folks like Jim and Monica McDougall, Andy
and Judy Fowler, and many others who volunteer to help at a moment’s notice.
In the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, in Matthew 28:19-20, Christ commands that as His followers, we
are to… “go and make disciples.” I hope you will join in praying with me for a great movement of God’s Spirit
among our church and community. Please partner with me in prayer that as folks come and visit our campus that
we would be a church that welcomes and loves them like Jesus, no matter who they are or where they are from.
God is moving among our Memorial family, and my prayer is that you
will come, get on board, and get involved so we can all go and grow
together! The call to follow Jesus is a call to serve. In Matthew 9:37, Jesus
said, “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”
Last but (definitely) not least, Nathan and Ashley Adams are the
proud parents of our sixth grandchild, (2nd grandson) Nash Ridgley
Adams, born August 15th, weighing in at 8 lbs. 2 oz. and 20.5 inches long!
Thank you for continuing to pray for our families, our church, our
community, and our nation! I love you and God loves you!
Your servant and co-laborer in harvest,

Bro. Ridge
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Dear Memorial Family,
The family of Hattie Gladney gratefully acknowledges
your kind expression of sympathy. Thank you for the
flowers and love.
Otis & Deborah King

Bro. Ridge and Memorial Family,
Thank you for the beautiful vase of flowers and note of sympathy. The
prayer of the Spirit has strengthen us all and his grace and mercy has covered
us. Thanks for all the prayers of God’s power through our trying times and
may God be greatly glorified!
God bless you all,
Willie & Cheryl Prater
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Join us for worship on Sunday at 10:45am. Due to high quantities of traffic on our website’s live
stream and for your convenience we have pre-recorded Sundays worship. This Sundays service will
air on our YouTube channel (MBC Temple) Sunday at 10:45am.

How do I direct my friends and family to our YouTube channel?
There are multiple avenues to find our YouTube channel. Here is a list:
- Go to www.memorialchurch.us, then click on the red bar at the top of the website
- Go to Memorial Baptist Church Facebook Page, then scroll down to our recent post about our
new YouTube channel. Click the link on that post
- Or go to YouTube.com, and search MBC Temple and click on the channel with a picture of our
church logo.

Catch Bro. Ridge’s podcast every Wednesday evening at 6 PM. We are
studying the book of Hebrews.
Don’t have internet? Would like to receive Bro. Ridge’s notes about his
podcast? We can do this. Call the church office and let us know and we
will mail it to you.
Have internet and would like to receive his notes? Email the church office
and I will email them to you.

Hello Friends!
2020 marches on, school is back, and so are we!
Whether it will be reappearing in a recognizable
form is yet to be determined. However, It’s been a
blessing just to spend some time with our students
each week in person, in fellowship, and in God’s
Word. We even had a movie night a few weeks ago
that was so much fun! I hope that each of you will join me in praying for our
teachers, parents, students, and schools on a regular basis as they take on a new challenge layered with
uncertainty. In one way or another, I know that each of us has dealt with some level of uncertainty this year.
Truthfully, we cannot ever be certain of much, but any confidence we had in our plans has been steadily dissolved
over the course of this year. While it is frustrating, it may not all be for the worst.
How we respond to uncertainty provides an honest, sometimes too honest, sample of our spiritual health. A dear
teacher and mentor to many of my closest friends and I, Jon Randles, used to say that when life squeezes you,
what is released is who you are. In other words, what’s down in the well comes up in the bucket. Sometimes our
rich pedigree of church attendance fashions a sort of two fold portion of our life; who we are at church and who
we are the rest of the time. Over the years, this has been true in my life. It’s exhausting. It’s unfruitful. Ultimately,
It’s a life without peace, because we all know that one of these days life will squeeze tighter than we’re ready for,
and the true contents of our heart, the syrup of the soul, oozes out for the world to see.
2020 has been a tightening clamp on all of us. At times, I have been pleasantly surprised with what was released
when I was pressed. Praise God for His work in our hearts, and his sanctifying love. At other intersections, I’ve
been embarrassed and frustrated by the product of my heart. You know, we work so hard to convince others that
everything happening in our house is right on track. Sometimes we succeed, and we can even fool ourselves into
believing that false advertisement too. Jesus sees us though. He’s with us in our mess. He has never been duped
out by our hollow deeds or syrupy demeanor. The Word of the Father knows each and every corner of our hearts,
and He loves us the same. He knew exactly the kind of people he was dying for.
This knowledge of grace is powerful and entirely liberating. My challenge for each of us is this; instead of using
this newfound freedom as a get out of jail free card, what if we attempted to see ourselves, our sin, the way Jesus
does? What if we used this freedom to be honest and vulnerable as we lean on and cling tightly to our Savior,
Jesus? Even if you are already in Christ, we have work to do in the gardens of our hearts. A beautiful component
of the Gospel is the exchange that we get to be a part of. Have you witnessed an unpleasant aroma rising from
your spirit? Has life squeezed so tight that the deepest and darkest can't help but spill through the cracks? Bring it
to Jesus and see what happens. Only He can change our hearts, and replace the selfishness, the hate, the death
and decay, with something beautiful and something eternal. I don’t have to have certainty in the year or my plans
to be certain of this; My Redeemer lives and is ever ready to drain the old, stagnate, stale water, and overflow
with living water the well of my soul.
We love each of you so much and are excited for the Lord’s continued provision and work here at Memorial!
- Jeff Watts

MISSIONS
I know you have not heard anything from missions in a couple of months but things HAVE been continuing to
move forward.
We continue to keep in contact with our missionary friend around the world and it is my good pleasure to report
that not a single one of them or their families have contracted this virus! Praise the Lord!!!
So here is what is happening around the world concerning our ministries and missionary friends.
In Honduras-the Hines are continuing to supply food and other needed supplies to the families in the LaCampa
area. Public transportation is still shut down and the people from LaCampa can not get to the city. Because of
donations from people like you, the Hines travel to Gracious 1-2 times each week to purchase much needed food.
They package it in small bags and distribute it to those who sometimes have nothing other than what the Hines
bring.
In Nicaragua-the Loftsgards continue to work with House of Hope. April, the lady that runs the facility and I have
corresponded several times lately. Just so you will know-House of Hope helps prostitutes get out of their lifestyle
and begin a new life, living for the Lord. These women are struggling to make a living in the new way during this
time. House of Hope depends on support from people like you.
In Suriname-Ba Lloyd has been our contact since the Shireys moved to Spain. Lloyd is the pastor of a medium sized
church in the capital city of Paramaribo. Lloyd grew up in the jungle and has been my translator every time I have
been to Suriname. Transportation in and out of the jungle is very limited and one of the reasons we had to cancel
our mission trip back in July. He is hopeful that we will be able to come next year to work with the
Aukaners.
In Southeast Asia-the Owens are celebrating the fact that so many people have come to know Jesus in the past few
months. You see while people were at home-they were watching TV. And a new satellite TV station was preaching
the gospel. They heard and now have huge numbers of new believers in that area. Praise the Lord!!!
In Kenya-the Kahindis have been mostly locked down. The schools are not open but they are continuing to
minister to the MKK kids. The water well drilling has been halted but will resume as soon as possible. They are
rejoicing over the fact that they have been able to help families to have food during this time.
In Tanzania-Peter is our contact and continues to be a huge help as we have several things going there. The
Christian school in Morogoro is finishing a security wall around the perimeter of the property as I am writing this.
The Rudolphs along with the missionaries before them spearheaded a fundraiser to supply the money for the
project. This has been long needed and government mandated. Memorial contributed some money ($3,626.00) to
finish the project. The churches in the mountains, where we have been several times, continue to grow. One of the
newer churches just purchased a piece of property to build on. This is a big deal for the people who have very little
to give sacrificially in this way! We continue to supply 3 motorcycles to the pastors in the mountains so that they
can go and share the gospel.
If you would like to give or have questions about any of these
ministries-please contact Joel and I will be glad to talk to you.
Thank you Memorial for loving on the utter most parts of the
world!!!
-In His Service and for His Glory-Joel
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Sunday Morning
10:45 A.M. Worship
(in-person & online)
Kids Worship
(in-person)
Wednesdays
6:00 P.M. Adult Prayer Meeting
(Podcast and in-person)
Youth
(in-person)

*************
Office Hours

Monday – Thursday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday
8:30 AM - Noon

Ways to Give:
We’ve had some people ask us how they can give. If you have problems with setting any of these options up, please call the church
office and we can guide you through it. Here are some options of ways to give:
1)

Bring offering by the office

The church office is open Monday through Thursday (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM) Friday (8:30 AM - Noon). Do you need us to meet you at
your vehicle? Call the church office when you get here at (254) 773-6831 and we will come out to you. Or if you prefer you may drop it
off in our locked mailbox out front.
2)

Mail it

Several choose to mail in their offering weekly via the Post Office. Our mailing address is 6161 South 5th Street, Temple, TX 76502.
3)

Online Giving

Online giving is available through the church’s website at www.memorialchurch.us/give. You can set it up to draft out of your bank account or pay by credit card/debit card. You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.
4)

Church Center App

Our church app is also available for online giving through your mobile device by clicking on the giving tab. You can set it up to draft out
of your bank account or credit card/debit card. You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.
Instructions on how to download the app and get started are further down on this page.
5)

Giving by Phone Call

Want to give by credit card/debit card but not sure about all the technology out there? Call the church office (254) 773-6831 and we can
take your giving over the phone. All you need is your credit card/debit card information.
6)

Text to Give

Memorial also has the option of text to give. You simply text the amount you want to give to 84321 and we will receive it. More
information about how to text to give is given below.
We want to thank you for your faithfulness and generosity to Memorial Baptist Church and our Lord. We
are a blessed body of believers. Your generosity and faithfulness never ceases to amaze us. I pray God
will bless you as you seek to serve Him. Please stay safe and let us know if we can assist you during
these difficult times. We love each and everyone of you.

