
Dear Saints, 

     I hope this edition of our church newsletter The Messenger 
finds you in a healthy state mentally, physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually! As the new world that COVID-19 has created 
drags on, it is taking a strain on us all. I agree along with Francis 
Chan that God is taking us into a new season with Him. I believe 
that God is showing us a few things all at once.  

     One thing that I have noticed is that in America, we have         
always put an emphasis on corporate worship in our church 
building. However, the reality for many believers around the 
world, especially our missionaries, is that most often they do not 
have the opportunity for corporate worship. Many places in the 
world they don’t have a building and can only share verbally and 
in hushed tones. In Southeast Asia, for instance, they do not 

sing together for fear that their neighbors will hear them singing and report them to the         
authorities for hold church. I sense that God is showing us that we need to focus more on 
the individual testimony of the gospel rather than having the 
gospel preached to us corporately. Maybe we have “overheard” 
the gospel, and now it is time for us to share.  

     Another aspect of this new “Kairos” season of God is that the 
responsibility for the discipleship of our children and families is 
squarely on our shoulders as parents and leaders. Many parents 
depend far too much on Sunday School to disciple their children, 
when that is not what God has given us in the Bible. From              
scripture, we understand that it is the parents’ responsibility to 
train their children in the things of God and His word. Without 
the opportunity for Sunday School these days, I believe some            
parents need to step up and do a better job modeling for their 
children what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This same 
model carries over into their general education. It is not the 
school districts job to educate your children. It is our jobs as 
parents to facilitate and massage the love of learning in our          
children. With parental involvement and encouragement, our 
children will thrive.  

     Yet another dimension of God’s special season is our lack of 
ability to control everything, especially our own circumstances. 
God desires us to be completely dependent upon Him. We must 
place our trust in Him and Him alone, not our government, not 
our jobs, and certainly not our bank accounts. All our supports 
can disappear, and rather quickly, but not God. He is always 
there, just when we need Him the most. Our God is faithful and 
He can be trusted!  

    Also, I give a very special thank you to our Memorial friends 
and family for your continued generosity during these trying and 
difficult days. Your faithfulness is astounding and model worthy. 
(continued on page 2)    
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PRAYER LIST: 
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Lucy Bodenheimer  Felicia Luther 

Richard - Carol Murabito’s brother 

Health Care Workers   

People infected with the corona virus 

Government Officials -  National, State, City, Other Countries 

Dear Pastor Ridge, 

We are praying and thanking the Lord for all.  The 

world is going through great changes; but God never 

changes. We are praying for my husband as he recovers 

from the heart attack.  His health is fragile, but his  

spirit is strong.  He is being used at the nursing home 

in a great way.  Please,  pray for him.   

Matthew 6:33 - our marriage promise.   

Love & Prayers,  

Bro. Ray & Alida Smith 

Something I would additionally ask you to consider, is a gift for 
our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American missions. 
This offering goes to support Baptist missionaries of all types in 
and throughout North America. Please consider giving a gift over 
and above your tithe to help our North American missionaries           
during this time. This offering goes nearly 100% to the                        
missionaries. Please give generously through our church app or 
website as we continue to involve ourselves in mission                             
opportunities, by helping plant churches, and meet human needs 
by helping other people achieve their kingdom goals. By our              
actions, we show God’s affection for all the people of the world. 

     Please continue to pray for our church, our leadership, and our 
staff. By the way, we have an outstanding and excellent staff! 
Please continue to reach out to others digitally, and over the 
phone, sharing God’s grace with them. 

     I love you, I believe in you, and I anticipate with delight a time when we can            
worship again together, in spirit, in truth, and in body! Check out our: MBC Temple You
-Tube channel, and our MBC podcast!  
      

Your friend,  

Ridge 



Join us for worship on Sunday at 10:45am. Due to high quantities of traffic on our website’s live 
stream and to follow protocol set by our County, State, and National leaders we have pre-recorded 
Sundays worship. This Sundays service will air on our new YouTube channel (MBC Temple) at 
10:45am every Sunday. 
 
How do I direct my friends and family to our YouTube channel?  
There are multiple avenues to find our YouTube channel. Here is a list: 
 
   - Go to www.memorialchurch.us, then click on the red bar at the top of the website 
   - Go to Memorial Baptist Church Facebook Page, then scroll down to our recent post about our 
new YouTube channel. Click the link on that post 
   - Or go to YouTube.com, and search MBC Temple and click on the channel with a picture of our 
church logo. 
  
 

Catch Bro. Ridge’s podcast every Wednesday evening at 6 PM.  We are 
studying the book of Hebrews.   

Don’t have internet?  Would like to receive Bro. Ridge’s notes about his 
podcast?  We can do this.  Call the church office and let us know and we 
will mail it to you.   

Have internet and would like to receive his notes? Email the church office 
and I will email them to you. 

https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=93cf127f26&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=c9957dfabc&e=f00c9bdf92
https://memorialchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d227b8c22ba98d3201bfaef&id=aafe14870c&e=f00c9bdf92




Hello Church Family,      

And I do mean family. If nothing else, one blessing from the 
challenging, strange,  and difficult past few weeks is this: our 
church steps up to bat even in the hard seasons.  Time after 
time I have seen the walk back up the talk, and that is truly 
special. In times of great need, there is great opportunity to 
serve, care for, and love those in our lives. That’s what family 
does.      

Honestly, the last few weeks have been hard. As social            
guidelines tightened down, so did my ability to continue ministering to our students 
and their families. The groove and  patterns we have achieved success with in the past 
are currently blocked. At first, this was terribly discouraging. Coming off of a disciple 
now weekend where multiple students gave their lives to the Lord, we now had to ease 
off the accelerator. Or so I thought. . .      

As I sought the Lord through scripture and the words of friends in the faith, I realized 
something. While our desired customs and methods may currently be contained and 
out of reach, our mission most definitely is not. What I mean by that is this: The 
Lord’s work has not slowed down, it’s just changed lanes. What’s at stake is my            
comfort zone, not His power. He will lead His Church where she needs to be; we need 
only to listen, trust, and obey.      

Perhaps you’ve felt this way too. I believe this really is okay. Even still, I grow                  
anxious as I see plans and dreams wiped off the calendar for 2020. However, in those 
moments, I sense the Lord extending a hand and offering the peace and power that 
comes from trusting Him first. Whether I want to admit it or not, my privilege, my             
culture, my habits;  they all offer quick solutions and distractions from many of the 
troubles and discomforts of life. One by one, the Lord has dismantled our ‘gods’ as they 
were, and called us deeper to Himself.      

I fully believe the Lord is using this time to refine His people. While it is lasting                
longer than any of us would desire, we can trust the Lord knows what we need and 
when we need it. If there is a chance to grow from this, I pray we seize it, and know 
that it’s our comfort at stake, not His power. Our methods may be changing, but I        
assure you the mission is not.     

Our God is able.      

- Jeff Watts   
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Sunday Morning 
 10:45 A.M. Worship 

 
 

Wednesdays 
        6:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study  

  

 

*************  
Office Hours 

 

Monday – Thursday 

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

8:30 AM - Noon 

I was born and raised in a non-Christian home near Chicago, Il.  I was the youngest of seven children 

and a twin.  I was doing good in school until my sophomore year where I hooked up with the wrong 

crowd.  In 1975 at the age of 17 I joined the army and retired twenty years later in January 1995.      

Married my wife Kum in August of 1976 and we have one son who lives in Buda, Texas with his wife, 

Lizette and their children.  I was saved while I was stationed in Mannheim Germany in August of 1993, 

ordained as a deacon at East Side Baptist Church, Killeen, Texas in June of 2002. I graduated from 

Grand Canyon University with a bachelor’s degree in Christian studies and was licensed to the ministry 

in November of 2013.  We were members of East Side Baptist Church in Killeen, TX from 1997 - 2014 

when we felt God leading us on a different path.  In September of 2014 we became members of Memorial Baptist Church. 



Ways to Give: 

We’ve had some people ask us how they can give.   If you have problems with setting any of these options up, please call the church            

office and we can guide you through it.  Here are some options of ways to give: 

1) Bring offering by the office 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM) Friday (8:30 AM - Noon).  Do you need us to meet you at 

your vehicle? Call the church office when you get here at (254) 773-6831 and we will come out to you.  Or  if you prefer you may drop it 

off in our locked mailbox out front. 

2) Mail it 

Several choose to mail in their offering weekly via the Post Office.  Our mailing address is 6161 South 5th Street, Temple, TX 76502. 

3) Online Giving 

Online giving is available through the church’s website at www.memorialchurch.us/give.  You can set it up to draft out of your bank ac-

count or pay by credit card/debit card.  You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.  

4) Church Center App 

Our church app is also available for online giving through your mobile device by clicking on the giving tab.  You can set it up to draft out 

of your bank account or credit card/debit card.   You will have the option of setting this up as recurring or one time payment.                  

Instructions on how to download the app and get started are further down on this page. 

5) Giving by Phone Call 

Want to give by credit card/debit card but not sure about all the technology out there?  Call the church office (254) 773-6831 and we can 

take your giving over the phone.  All you need is your credit card/debit card information.  

6) Text to Give 

Memorial also has the option of text to give.  You simply text the amount you want to give to 84321 and we will receive it.  More                     

information about how to text to give is given below.   

We want to thank you for your faithfulness and generosity to Memorial Baptist Church and our Lord.  We 
are a blessed body of believers.  Your generosity and faithfulness never ceases to amaze us.  I pray God 
will bless you as you seek to serve Him.  Please stay safe and let us know if we can assist you during 
these difficult times.  We love each and everyone of you. 


