
Dear Saints, 

Winter is lingering and some days, may appear that it wants to stay a while. I am grateful to 
our heavenly Father for the spring-like weather we have had recently. My peach tree had lots of 
beautiful pink blossoms and I see rose bushes starting to sprout new growth. I thank God for 
bringing new life, with His grace and mercy to each one of us.  God is so incredibly good. In fact, 
God is…Awesome!  

 

The last few weeks have brought to some of our church family a significant amount of suffering 
and pain. Many different types of suffering and pain exist in our lives.  Whether the pain is in 
our lives, our children’s lives, or in the life of a friend or loved one, we can be assured that our 
loving Father will use the pain to shape us as His dear children. “For we know that God causes 

all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28  

 

One type of pain that I have been experiencing is the very piercing through of my own soul. God’s word has left me feeling cut up and 
broken.  God’s Spirit has taken me to task in some areas of my life that needed some spiritual pruning. He will not allow me to trade 
His costly anointing for the cheap emptiness of worldly lusts. Once the Holy Spirit is upon a soul, a great cutting away takes place, which 
is a removal of the desire for the world. The attraction is no longer for the things of this world, but 
for the soul to be satisfied in Him.  Although the pain can be intense and compounded, there is no 
any other way to have His anointing than to let Him cut the world away from our hearts. So, do not 
lose heart church family. God’s purposes are for your benefit. The Holy Spirit will only inhabit a 
clean and broken vessel.  Purify my heart, Holy Spirit!   

 

May we learn to listen daily, moment-by-moment, to hear God’s voice and obey, understanding   
beyond all doubt, that He knows what success looks like for you.  May we find serenity in God’s 
sovereignty and experience a renewed measure of joy and contentment in life, regardless of what it 
looks like from a human perspective.  May we find our rest in Him.  

 

A big shout out to Jeff Watts for hosting and planning a stellar D-Now for our youth. We had a 
record number of amazing students came to spend some time with God and with each other. Caleb 
Cortez and Ryan Wood did a great job leading us in worship and studying God’s Word! Way to 
go…Jeff!  

 

Also, please pray for our Phoenix mission team and college students as Braden Tanner leads them 
on a kingdom mission to help churches in Phoenix, AZ with various projects. Pray that God would 
grant them traveling mercy as they travel, and that the members of our team would work together for 
the glory of God.  

 

Join us for Bible Study and Prayer at 6PM on Wednesdays. We have just started the book of   
Hebrews. Come and study with us! Everyone is invited to come and participate. Please know that I 
love you and I am praying for you!    

 

Grace and Peace to you, 

Ridge  
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We are needing pre-filled eggs by Sunday, March 29th for the 

Easter egg hunt on April 1st.  You may bring the eggs to the 

office or leave them in your Bible Study classroom. 

Please no chocolate candy or nuts in the candy.  Small toys are 

fine.  If you want, you may order pre-filled eggs with small toys 

or candy online through Amazon or Oriental Trading. 

Our goal is 5,000 eggs (415 dozen). 





Dear Church Family,      

What a mighty God we serve! I’m writing this just days after an incredible 
Disciple Now  Weekend, and I am once so humbled by God’s work in our 
Student Ministry. Furthermore, I am deeply encouraged by the amount of 
support and help that our entire staff, and many church members         
provided. This group of students was cared for and ministered to by 
so many over the course of the weekend, and they may not even realize 
it. I do, though. So,  THANK YOU! Our Host homes really stepped up this 
year, housing about 45 people total for the weekend! Maybe send a can 

of Clorox or Febreze to the Larances, the Adam’s, or Hannah  Davis ;) Folks such as Ridge & Traci 
Adams, Jim & Monica McDougall, Kory & Kacie Jumper,  and Lane & Kimberly Kennedy kept our 
group well fed all weekend long. A weekend like this  just doesn’t happen so smoothly, or with as 
much excellence, without the help and structure that each of you provided!      

Over the course of the weekend, we worshipped together, studied God’s word  together, served         
together, shared meals with each other, and played so many games! The weekend really does feel 
like a 40 hour sprint, but it was so much fun. God met us there, and  He did so in such a mighty 
way! By the end of the weekend, we had 6 students make decisions to begin their walks with Jesus! 
Most of which were led there by our FANTASTIC  team of college students who served tirelessly all 
weekend long. Cammie Grant, Mallory Craven, Karsen Styron, Abby Vest, Lilly Shaw, Zoe Garner, 
Travis Teague, Bryce Trull, and  Pablo Rodriguez were each all stars this weekend. What a blessing 
it is to have a College Ministry that is training students up to be disciple makers in such a powerful 
way!     ‘ 

More Than a Weekend’ had been our mantra for the better part of the last two months, as we were 
preparing for Voices Weekend. I love the dreaming, planning, and the execution of the actual event. 
However, I feel as though we sometimes put too much weight on the event and are ill prepared for 
the outcome, or the after the fact. What’s the point of investing so much of people’s time, heart, and 
money into an event if it’s only impacting  students for a few days? Students coming to know the 
Lord is certainly a worthwhile endeavor, but their growth in the days, weeks, and years following is 
vitally important too!  (That’s where Discipleship comes in) With that being said, I hope that as our 
group continues to grow, we can channel the excitement and passion of an event like this into 
something sustainable. Instead of just burning out quickly, what if this was the spark that started a 
fire in the hearts of these students which stayed hot for years to come?      

Multiple times throughout the weekend, our speaker, Ryan Wood, reminded us that  passion without 
any discipline was a flood. Meaning, it might just overrun the banks and do damage before quickly 
receding. However, when passion is coupled with discipline, it can actually take you somewhere. My 
prayer is that we would be disciplined in caring for and leading these students in the weeks and 
months following this incredible weekend! With our eyes set on Jesus, I believe that it really will be 
more than a weekend! Our King is at work, Church, and we are invited into His work so long as we 
are faithful, available, and teachable.  May His work continue to be done in and through each of 
us!      

- Jeff Watts  







Come join us on                                          

Wednesday nights                            

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Room 2 

WOMENS MINISTRY 

 

"Hand to Spindle" 
based on Proverbs 31: 18-20.  

Kick-Off Meeting  

March 21  

10:00 am to noon  

Fellowship Hall.   

For older women wanting to be a mentor and younger   
women seeking to be disciples through the avenue of 
home economics. 

“In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle 
with her fingers.” Proverbs 19 



MISSIONS 
2020 is turning into an exciting year at Memorial. We have been presented with lots of opportunity to go and make disciples as is                          
commanded by our Lord and Savior. Going is only part of the process. Thankfully we have lots of support from you, the body of                   
Memorial Baptist. 

 In order for us to go we have to have funding. That comes in the form of fundraisers and donations. This year we have 2 spaghetti 
lunches combined with dessert auctions and a banquet planned.  

Mark your calendar for May 3rd and October 11th. Immediately following worship service we will have a lunch followed by an auction. 
This is always a great time for fellowship followed by fun and laughs during the dessert auction. If you have never been to one - you don't 
know what you are missing! 

Mark your calendar for August 28th. This will be our annual Missions Banquet. This is a Friday evening and is more of a elegant dinner 
setting. Ridge Adams, our pastor / resident chef, will be preparing a 5 course meal that is out of this world. You won't be disappointed! 

God has opened the doors for 3 mission trips out of the country this year. Lots of work to be done in His Kingdom! WOW! We need 
your help to make this all possible and I know God will provide as He always has. 

Through the years people have told me that they would like to go but just can't. Let me help you to understand something. If you give - 
you are just as much a part of the trip as the people who are going. Without financial assistance it would not be possible for some people 
to go-you fill that part- you are that link. 

If God so leads you-you can give anytime throughout the year by placing your money in a missions envelope and putting it in the offering 
plate. You can be assured that the money you give will go to help share the love of Christ with a lost and dying world. God bless you!!! 

--  

In His Service and for His Glory-Joel 

CTLC 

This is what we’ve gotten so far for this month!  Great job!   

In March, let’s fill the bins with:   

Pasta or Rice 

Suggestions are noodles, sauce, rice 

Bell Baptist Executive Board Representatives 

Are you interested in serving our church as a Bell Baptist Executive Board Representative?  What does this mean?   

This means going to Executive Board meetings at the Bell Baptist Association quarterly (usually on Mondays at noon) to           

transact business for the Association of Churches between sessions of the annual meeting.  You will vote on behalf of the 

church.   

If interested please contact any of the following:  Jim McDougall, Waunell Shumate, Barbara Miller, Doug Bergert, or  

Sheila Hubbard.  



I am trying to get a group from MBC to go to see the faith based movie “I Still Believe” which is the story of popular 

Christian Artist Jeremy Camp.  We will go Friday evening, March 20th with time TBA once showtimes are released. 

While we would sit as a group - tickets and refreshments are on you. 

 

These movies are part of a powerful ministry that, in the past 7 years or so,  have broken into Hollywood’s main-

stream and have begun a life change in many who never knew the Lord.  

 

If you are interested in going please RSVP Brian at sfbsmith@yahoo.com. 

 

Have questions?  Contact Brian and he will be glad to answer them for you. 

 

 One love can change your life. One life can change the world. From the 

creators of I CAN ONLY IMAGINE comes an inspiring love story for the 

ages. Rediscover the wonder of love in I STILL BELIEVE, based on the 

real-life story of chart-topping singer Jeremy Camp.  

I STILL BELIEVE is a powerful reminder that in the midst of life’s 

storms, true hope can be found.  

When Jeremy Camp lost his beloved wife, Melissa, just months after 

their wedding, the last thing he wanted to do was sing praise to God. But 

even as he struggled through unimaginable grief and fought to hold on 

to his faith, God had other plans: Pick up your guitar. I have something 

for you to write. 

 

BABY BLANKETS 

     Check this out! God is on the move!  There is a small group of men 

who are incarcerated in Ohio, who are crocheting baby blankets for our 

missionaries, Greg and Jean Hines and the Rueben house in Honduras. 

We are anticipating taking about 100 baby blankets to Honduras this 

June. They have a need for yarn to make these blankets. If you would like 

to donate funds to help these men with money for yarn or postage to send 

the blankets our way, you may place funds in an envelope with Yarn Min-

istry on it.  Even in the midst of everything these men are going through, 

they are thinking of ways to help others. 

The yarn must come from a distributor, it cannot be mailed directly to 

the prison. Go God! 

************************************************************************************************

mailto:sfbsmith@yahoo.com


 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 A.M. Bible Study 
 10:45 A.M. Worship 

Kids Worship 
 

Sunday Evening 
6:00 P.M. Connect Groups  

 

Tuesdays 
7:00 A.M. Prayer Meeting  
10:00 A.M. Plan & Review 

 

Wednesdays 
4:45 P.M. Homebound Meal Delivery   

5:00 P.M. Fellowship Meal  
        6:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study  

Team Kid 
Established Youth 
Ladies Book Study 

7:00 P.M. Challenge 
  

 

*************  
Office Hours 

 

Monday – Thursday 

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

8:30 AM - Noon 

FEED MY SHEEP 

Andy Fowler is in charge of the FMS Ministry on 

Fridays.  Every Friday they meet at FMS on              

Ave. G from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.                                              

Are you interested in helping?                                         

Not sure about what you would be doing?                                                  

Contact Andy at (254) 410-9255.  

1st D Now Weekend Wrapping Up 

4th 4:30 PM  Special Nominating Committee Meeting 

5th 6:30 PM  Bible Drill Practice 

6th - 13th College Mission Trip (Arizona) 

9th - 13th Spring Break 

11th 4:45 p.m. Homebound Meal Delivery 

 All other Wednesday evening activities cancelled 

12th 6:30 PM  Bible Drill Practice 

15th 9:30 AM  Church Drill 

17th 6:30 PM  Finance Meeting 
 7:00 PM  Deacons Meeting 

18th 6:00 PM  Financial Peace Begins 

19th 10:30 AM King Agers 
 6:30 PM  Bible Drill Practice 

21st  Youth Day Trip (Austin) 
 10:00 AM Hand to Spindle 

22nd 2:00 PM  Associational Bible Drill 

24th  College Event  

25th 6:00 PM  Financial Peace 

26th 6:30 PM  Bible Drill Practice 

27th  Feed My Sheep 

28th 8:00 AM  Feed My Sheep 

29th  No Kids Worship 

6th Betsy Clifton 

10th Otis King 
 Gloria Ribbeck 

11th Monica McDougall
 Jessica Smith 

12th Lawson Burtchell 
 Ryan Eickenloff 
 Jack Morgan 

16th Vicki Hurley 
 Jerri Shaw 

17th Catelyn Tyler 

18th Emily Curlee 

18th Curtis Eickenloff 

19th Heather Gonzales 

20th Steve Murabito 

21st Julia Grisham 
 Tim Rudolph 
 Cecilia Schiefelbein 

22nd Alan Horton 

23rd Terry Hann 

24th Paul Gonzales 

29th Joshua Adams 
 Brandon Owen 

30th Victor Aramanda 



Kingagers (and Queenagers) Learn About Area Agency on Aging               
Programs and Services 
 
On February 20th, Sue Farrell, Benefits Counselor for AAA, joined us 
and gave a most informative presentation on the Area Agency on         
Aging’s programs and services. She explained some of the public benefits 
available to older Texas and how complicated and confusing they can be. 
Understanding these benefits and the ability to access them can be            
extremely overwhelming. Older Texans are the most vulnerable because 
they are the age group at greater risk for not knowing about,                    
understanding or accessing public benefits to which they may entitled. 

 
Sue Farrell will return in March, on the 19th, to share information about Medicaid eligibility for nursing home care. 
Spread the word and plan to join us Thursday, March 19th, for this second presentation. If you know of anyone in 
our church, Older Texan or not, who would benefit from hearing this information, please invite them to come. 

Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace University (FPU) is a nine-lesson 
course designed to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow your wealth, and leave money stress 
behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based on biblical 
wisdom and common sense. In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by others just 
like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your member workbook and one free year of Financial 
Peace Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to help you on your journey.  
 
Class begins Wednesday, March 18. 
 
Contact Gail Koontz – 254.718.8313 – gkoontz@hot.rr.com - for more info. 

mailto:gkoontz@hot.rr.com


DEACON MINISTRY 

Anthony & Kristi Morehouse Brian & Carey Tyler Jim & Monica McDougall John & Roxana Larance Garry & Kum Harris 

Doug & Debbie Bergert 

Joel & Wilna Shumate Kory & Kacie Jumper Johnny & Lisa Jarosek Steve & Sheila Hubbard 

Phil & Carole Covington 

Paul & Heather Gonzales 

John & Sue Webb Kyle & Macy Tanner 
Bruce Waldock 

 Hi my name is John and my lovely bride is Roxana.  We have two children, Nicole and Ben.  

Both have graduated college. 

I was saved back in 1995 and Roxana in 1975.  We have been with Memorial Baptist Church 

about  4 years.  Prior to that we were members of First Baptist Forney for one year as we 

waited in the Lord’s direction as to where we should move.  Before that we were members of 

Watters Creek Baptist Church for 14 years where I was ordained and served as a deacon for 

10 years. 

We love the Lord and serving Him.  Some of the areas we are currently serving in at           

Memorial are; Feed My Sheep volunteer, Team Kids Leaders, and Set Designer, just to name 

a few.    





Having an issue checking in?   

Check your information through the Church 

Center App or fill out a form, and we will 

update your information in the system. 





Ways to get involved 

at MBC! 
ADULTS: 

-7:00 am every Tuesday Prayer 

Meeting Room 2 

- 10:30 am King Agers is the 3rd 

Thursday of every month 

SUNDAY: 

-9:30 am Bible Study 

-10:45 am Service of Worship 

-6:00 pm Connect Groups 
WEDNESDAY: 

-4:45 pm Deliver food to our 

homebound members   

-5:00 pm Fellowship Meal 

-6:00 pm Adult Bible Study 

       Ladies Book Study 

KIDS: 

 

SUNDAY: 

◊ 9:30 am Bible Study  

◊ Childcare for Service of Worship 

◊ 10:45 am Kids Worship 

◊ 6:00 pm Connect Groups 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

◊ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Team Kid 

◊ Childcare for evening Bible Study 

 

THURSDAY: 

◊ 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Bible Drill 

YOUTH: 
 

SUNDAY: 

-9:30 am Bible Study 

-10:45 am Service of Worship  

-6:00 pm Connect Groups 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

-6:00 pm Established Youth 

 

MISSIONS/COMMUNITY: 

-MBC serves food at Feed My Sheep every 4th  Saturday of each month. 

The Friday before the 4th Saturday of each month, we meet at the Church kitchen to start meal 

preparation for Feed My Sheep.  Please contact Hal Martin at (254) 760-0123 for time.  

On the 4th Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. we continue the final meal preparation to take to 

Feed My Sheep.  

If interested in serving at Feed My Sheep be sure to come to Memorial on the 4th Saturday at 10 

a.m. or meet at Feed My Sheep building on Ave. G.  Temple, TX.   


